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IDRC Guidelines: Canada’s Policy on Sensitive Technology Research
and Affiliations of Concern (STRAC Policy)

These guidelines! summarize how the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) aligns
with Canada’s Policy on Sensitive Technology Research and Affiliations of Concern (STRAC
Policy), launched in January 2024. The objective of this document is to state IDRC’s position on
funding research which aims to advance a sensitive technology research area and to help grant
applicants, grant recipients and researchers understand when the requirements apply, what
information must be reviewed, and what actions are required before and during the grant
period.

1. Purpose and Policy Summary

The Policy on Sensitive Technology Research and Affiliations of Concern, sets requirements to
receive grant funding from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), the Natural
Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) and the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) — as well as the Canada Foundation for
Innovation (CFl) and Global Affairs Canada (GAC), where the research advances a sensitive
technology research area. Under the STRAC Policy, research team members must not be
affiliated with, or receive support from, organizations linked to military, national defence, or
state security entities that may pose a risk to Canada’s national security. Researchers applying
for funding from these organizations must confirm their compliance with the STRAC Policy as
part of the application process.

Canada’s International Development Research Centre (IDRC) is aligned with the STRAC Policy
and will not fund a grant if the proposed research aims to advance a listed Sensitive Technology
Research Area (STRA), and any researcher involved in activities supported by the grant is
currently affiliated with, or receives funding or in-kind support from, a listed Named Research
Organization (NRO).

2. Scope

These guidelines apply to IDRC grant applications and funded projects where the research aims
to advance a listed STRA. The requirements apply at the application stage and, where a grant is
awarded, for the duration of the grant.

1 Adapted from: Government of Canada. (2024) Tri-agency guidance on the Policy on Sensitive Technology Research
and Affiliations of Concern (STRAC Policy) - Research security
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https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern/policy-sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern/named-research-organizations
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern/named-research-organizations
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/RS-SR/strac-rtsap_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/RS-SR/strac-rtsap_eng.asp
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3. Key Definitions

Term Meaning
Activities supported Research activities supported by the grant throughout the project lifecycle,
by the grant up to and including dissemination of results such as publications.

A current relationship with an organization where an individual is employed,
Affiliation holds an appointment, or conducts research. All affiliations must be

considered. Past affiliations are not included.

Funding and in-kind
support

Monetary or non-monetary contributions, including but not limited to
goods, equipment, materials, supplies, professional services, facility access
(office space, lab access), software, technologies, or databases.

Named Research
Organization (NRO)

An organization listed under the STRAC Policy as posing a high national
security risk due to direct or indirect connections with military, national
defence, or state security entities.

Researcher

Any person conducting research activities, including principal investigators,
co-applicants, collaborators, students, , postdoctoral fellows, and research
staff.

Researcher with a
named role

A researcher identified in the grant application.

Sensitive Technology
Research Area (STRA)

A research area listed in the STRAC Policy’s Sensitive Technology Research
Areas list. Only listed sub-categories are considered sensitive under the

policy.

4. |DRC Grant Applicant Responsibilities

IDRC grant applicants must complete a two-step review before submitting an IDRC grant

application.

Step 1: Determine whether the research advances a STRA

Applicants must indicate whether the proposed research is expected to generate or discover
knowledge that contributes to the development or progress of a technology described in the
STRA list. Research that only uses an existing technology, without contributing to its
advancement, is not considered to advance a STRA.
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https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern/policy-sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern
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e If the research does not aim to advance a listed STRA, applicants should answer “No” to
the STRA question in the application.

e If the research does aim to advance a listed STRA, applicants should answer “Yes” and
proceed to Step 2.

In the event of a disagreement between a grantee and IDRC, IDRC will determine whether a
project aims to advance a sensitive technology research area. If you are unsure, contact the
Responsible Project Officer for support.

Step 2: Check affiliations and complete declaration

For applications that aim to advance a listed STRA, grant applicants must complete a
declaration confirming:

e At the time of the declaration no researchers are affiliated or in receipt of support from
an NRO; and
e that the grant applicant can comply with these Guidelines for the duration of the grant.

To support the declaration, applicants must collect individual attestations, using the forms
provided by IDRC, from all researchers with a named role in the application. The individual
attestations do not need to be included in the application.

Applicants must submit the completed declaration form to IDRC as part of the application
process.

5. IDRC Grant Recipient Responsibilities

If the grant application is approved, additional requirements will apply for the length of the
grant as set out in the Grant Agreement. Recipients must continue to comply with these
Guidelines and ensure that all researchers involved in grant-funded activities—whether or not
they were included in the original application—are aware of and disclose if they are affiliated or
in receipt of financial or in-kind support from an NRO. Grant recipients’ responsibilities include:

e Collecting attestations from all researchers with a named role in the grant (in the format
provided by IDRC);

e Ensuring all research team members are aware of these Guidelines and the related
obligations within the Grant Agreement;

¢ Verifying throughout the duration of the grant that research team members do not hold
a current affiliation with, or receive funding or in-kind support from, any listed NRO;
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https://idrc-crdi.ca/sites/default/files/2026-07/Recipient%20Declaration%20of%20Compliance%20-%20STRAC.pdf
https://idrc-crdi.ca/sites/default/files/2026-07/Attestation%20for%20Research%20Aiming%20to%20Advance%20Sensitive%20Technology%20Research%20Areas.pdf

(o :
\*/ IDRC- CRDI

IDRC Guidelines: Canada’s Policy on Sensitive Technology Research
and Affiliations of Concern (STRAC Policy)

e Informing IDRC if the information included in the declaration changes in a way that may
affect compliance, including if a researcher becomes affiliated with or in receipt of
funding or in-kind support from a listed NRO;

¢ Inform IDRC if the nature of the research changes in a way that affects whether it aims
to advance a STRA; and

o Pass on these obligations to any grantee subrecipients which are supporting research
that aims to advance a STRA.

e Inform IDRC promptly of any changes in affiliation or in research team membership.
Failure to do so may delay the disbursement of project funds.

e Provide documentation as requested by IDRC to demonstrate compliance with the
requirements in the applicable Grant Agreement.

6. Frequently Asked Questions

Is a researcher affiliated with an NRO if they previously co-published with someone from that
organization?

No. Co-publication alone is not an affiliation. A current affiliation exists when an individual is
employed, appointed, or conducts research at the organization.

Does past funding or a past affiliation with an NRO make a researcher ineligible?
No. The policy applies to current affiliations and current funding or in-kind support. Past
affiliations or past funding are not in scope if they are no longer active.

Are declarations required for all IDRC applications?
No. Declarations are required only when the proposed research aims to advance a listed STRA
and only from researchers with named roles in the application.
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